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"a‘hat quiet Sunday tclevnsnon mr.erlude before the on-
slaught of football, a time given over to the earnast sobri-
ety of W ‘ashington interviews with public figures, has been
broken at last. In place of ABC’s Issues and Answers, there
now looms the hour-long This Week with David Brinkley, the
creation of ABC’s hustling Roone Arledge, who also invented
Monday Night Football. After a wobbly start, the Brinkley
show looks like a true innovation in television journalism. In

_ its eerie interview by satellite with Libya’s Muammar Gad-

_ his denial. Perhaps it was Gaddafi’s.

.

" do this ...
.. America must get'id of this Administration’

. ens, he looked like a.Monty Python.
+ imitation of an Arabweirdo. .- ¥

dafi and then in its commentary afterward-—which matched
Gaddafi word for ﬁery word—the Brinkley show made news

and taught a lesson inthe hazards of instant commentary. . -
ABC got its timely scoop by hastily decldmg (on Arledge s

21 December 1981
' Newswatch/Thomas Griﬂith
M

K:Her Squads, 1iars and Mad i

of topics”’ but not the de
really a great expert in t
should disqualify him fi
tators. The expertise wi
George Will, intelligent,
who sometimes cannot Ce.. -

ity. Finally, there is Brinkley, who for all his wry, clipped de--
livery is not-a tough questioner (violence is for linemen, not |
quarterbacks) He brings a Scuthern courtly courtesy to his
treatment of guests. Brinkley asked Moynihan 1f he had any
doubts about the “killer squads.” cem LA
Moynihan: At abouta .8 probab;hty s -'.‘ ’
’ Wlll. Senator a 8 probability is more probabmty tha.n

orders, at 1 a.m. Saturday) to switch to
Gaddaf as guest. In slightly fractured
English, Gaddafi- scornfully: denied
that he had sent a killer squad to the
U.S. Neither his.word nor his record,
entitles him to credence, yet in the.
next-hour nobody.on -the - program: | ;85
even mentioned, let alone. discussed |5

appearance that. was-so scary, asher K]
huddled, dressed. in collarless brown:#

shirt and engulfed in a blue cape.:As:)|
his head bobbed upward and back-'|:2
ward, his eyes rolling up to the heav-,

“we usually base Government actions
on; therefore, this is a serious threat
. would you favor word being given
to Gaddafi, quietly, that any violence
done to an American official wﬂl be
reciprocated against him? .
4.~ Moynihan: Well, Pll doit pubhcly
23| right now. He should understand that
there will be the most severe conse-
54| quences... At minimum, I think it’s
-time we Just stopped buymg a barrel
-.Vof that Libyan oil .
- Will: But, Senator isn’t that a
Al pretty tame repnsal against a threat
" to the life of the senior officials of this
republic, to quit buymg his products? .

T

. “It.is notsour; chamter, not:our- Brﬁak!e" and Gaddafivia satellit
~ behavior to assassinate-any: person,y RS
i Gaddafi saJd-‘:Itlsthe behavior of America, preparing to as-

sassinate me, to ponson my food. ’I’hey med ‘many things to
. You. are a superpower. How are-you afraid? ...
“as they | did
with Nixon, and elect. “another rmpectful Presi ent to gctre—

- spect for America . Heissilly, heis ignorant;.’2.Reaganis

.. liar.”” . His -interviewes, in. Tripoli; “ABC’s” Lou :Cioffi, -asked -
. Gaddafi what message he had for Raga.n. would haveto’
.- tell him: Afeyoumad?’ya PR et X A ?:'K

Erdr

"Back now to'a. Washmgton descnb:d *by~Bnnkl;)'r as

“something like an armed camp’’ (shots of snipers on the
' White House roof). Usually Brinkley’s panel of journalists—

now reduced to.a. manageable three-—interview the guest,’

. then discuss the news among themselves. In placeof the dis-

tant Gaddafi, they -now turned to Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, acting- Chairman of the Senate Intelligence

- Committee, who came. on..strong:: “Right. off; David, .the .

President of the United States is not a liar. The dictator of
Libya is a liar”? There was “concrete evidence” that since
1977 Gaddafi had “targeted” U.S officials. “He’ sa dxctator;

he’s mad. . .a dangerous man.” i
Brmk.ley has. been seeking a panel of i mtemcwers who

e et a»’v,«,- wigrie

' would “set off rockets,” and he may be getting close. For

this, chemistry is all—the chemistry that produced Huntley-

Brinkley, or on football Mondays offers the ill-assorted, odd-

"" 1y compatible Frank Gifford, Howard Cosell and Dandy
. Don Meredith. Perhaps Bnnk]ey- and;Arledge - hoped for -

someone as abrasive as Cosell in choosmg Ben Bradlee, the
executive editor of the Washington Post.. ¢ T TN
Bradlee only wanted to question, not ponuﬁcate Havmg

" to spend long hours-getting out his paper, he seemed like
.. someone who, mxheprgon of dxploxmcy knows Lhe “hwds

_{-_‘_Moymhan Well-... T don’t think
e should ‘be in: "the business ng,ht
‘now, George; of detaxhng on some hierarchy of response ...
*"they should know it’s going to be exceeding unpleasant.: We

* are not going to allow a murderer to be head of state and tgo.

about murdering other people. - 7 i ivel R
Since “the quality of information from the CIA is 50 im-S

'portant" in this case, Bradlee asked Moynihan, “do you have:

‘confidence in Director [William] Casey, who was described:
" this week as ‘not unfit’? Is that good enough?” A master of
_calculated flamboyance, Moynihan can also be prudent. Hel
. avoided. the question, then said, “He has the confidence of
the President, and let us go on now to have him pay attcnnon
to his work, which he certainly i is doing” .
Thank you, Senator. . IR A
* Brinkley turned to his panehsts “Kﬂ]er squad& It sounds
hke somethmg out of 2 comic book, or one of those novels off
" the wire racks at the alrport. Does it make any sense to you?”
. Bradlee volunteered that since Gaddafi had called Reagan a
liar and challenged him, “if, at the proper moment, the Pres-
ident can take up that challenge, I would t.hmk tms vuy’s
days would begin to be numbered.” . - Y
Will: . . . Can the Western world be taken senously inits |
_ rhetoric about terrorism, and indeed in iis determination to-
survive, if a mad dog on the streets of the world, such as| Gad-

dafi, is allowed to go on like this? . . o
Bradlee How would youdo it, George" Would you send
" somebody in there and knock him off? -+ -« L

Will: ... How about a mssage—short, CKYDUC mm—
sage-—-wnh a pedxgree in American history: Raagan alive orJ
. Gaddafidead? = - St -

. Perhaps the learned hlstoncal refcrence is what dlst1n~
gmsh&uhns talk from that heard from any Joe Sixpack in a

neighborhoodbar Perhaps. ... g i i S sl
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